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STROUD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  laying  before  you  my  third  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  conditions  of  your  District,  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1902. 


The  detailed  Census  of  Gloucestershire  was  published  in  September 
and  the  following  month  I  made  a  full  report  on  the  statistics  of  this  Union  : 
with  this  information  I  have  been  able  to  correct  the  Statistics  of  the  last 
decennium. 

As  directed  by  the  Council  I  attended  the  Congress  (held  at  Exeter)  of 
the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  as  your  Delegate,  and  at  your  succeed¬ 
ing  meeting  I  presented  a  short  report  on  some  of  the  proceedings,  referring 
more  particularly  to  the  Prevention  of  Consumption,  the  Treatment  of  Sewage, 
and  the  dangers  of  unfiltered  water  for  a  public  supply. 

In  the  course  of  the  year  I  have  also  presented  special  Reports  on 
“Schools  and  Infectious  Diseases,”  “ Factory  and  Workshop  Act  1901  ”  and 
and  on  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  Woodchester. 
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As  regards  the  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  the  year 
under  review  has  been  the  most  favourable  of  any  since  the  adoption  by  the 
Council  of  the  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  1889  in  the  early  part  of 
1890,  but — for  the  first  time  since  July  1896 — a  case  of  small-pox  was  in¬ 
troduced.  The  value  of  having  a  small-pox  Hospital  available  was  realized  : 
the  patient  was  promptly  isolated  and  there  was  no  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  permanent  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Joint  Hospital  Board  in  which 
the  Stroud  Rural  District  has  a  share,  was  begun  in  the  Autumn  and,  it  is 
hoped,  will  be  ready  for  occupation  within  18  months. 

House  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  three  houses  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  “Housing 
of  the  Working  Classes  Act  1890,”  and  improvements  effected  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  owners. 


Sewerage  and  Drainage 

Two  drainage  schemes  are  now  being  carried  out  in  the  District  :  one 
dealing  with  part  of  Rodborough  and  Cainscross  and  the  other  with  the 
Thrupp  and  the  remainder  of  Rodborough.  The  main  work  in  connection 
with  the  former  is  almost  complete  and  the  latter  has  been  begun. 

No  house  connections  have  yet  been  made  with  the  Rodborough  and 
Cainscross  section  :  I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  urging  on  the  Council 
the  advisability  of  requiring  a  separate  closet  for  each  house  and  adequate 
provision  for  the  effective  flushing  of  the  closets. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report  I  drew  special  attention  to  the  condition  of 
Woodchester :  In  July  I  was  instructed  to  make  a  special  Report  and  a 
Committee  of  the  Rural  District  Council  was  appointed  to  inspect.  My 
Report  stated  : — The  better  class  houses  have  water-closets  discharging 
directly,  or  indirectly  through  cesspools,  by  various  lines  to  the  brook  :  about 
66%  of  the  houses  have  the  form  of  closet  known  as  a  “vault,”  i.e.  a  more 
or  less  superficial  hole  in  the  ground  often  roughly  lined  with  stones,  and 
covered  with  wood  or  a  large  stone,  which  receives  solid  and  liquid  dejecta  and 
also  occasionally  slop-water.  Slop-drains  are  numerous — generally  rough  stone 
“droughs,”  many  of  the  houses  having  an  attempt  at  something  of  the  kind  : 
these  discharge  either  directly  into  the  small  tributaries  of  the  brook  or  down 
the  surface  gutters  of  the  village  and  so  to  the  brook  below. 

The  Committee  met  and  reported  to  the  Council  on  the  8th  August : 
instructions  were  given  to  extend  the  Rodborough  intercepting  sewer  to 
Woodchester  Station  so  that  it  might  be  available  to  receive  the  drainage  of 
that  village.  On  the  21st  Oct.  a  Parochial  Committee  was  appointed  and  the 
matter  of  the  drainage  is  now  in  their  hands. 

The  general  system  of  excrement  disposal  in  the  District,  as  I  stated 
in  my  First  Annual  Report,  is  the  “vault”:  in  the  routine  visits  of  the 
Inspectors  it  is  the  usual  thing  to  find  these  in  a  disgusting  state  though  as 
a  rule  the  immediate  nuisance  is  readily  abated.  Where  possible  it  is  now 
the  rule  to  get  them  done  away  with  altogether  and  replaced  by  small  cement¬ 
ed  receptacles  above  ground  thus  avoiding  the  defiling  of  the  surrounding 
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subsoil  and  of  the  ground  water  below.  The  great  value  of  human  manure 
for  gardens  is  not  realized  though  it  has  been  clearly  demonstrated  by 
Dr.  Vivian  Poore  who  for  20  years  used  nothing  else  in  a  garden  of  1^  acres 
with  an  average  total  receipt  of  <£41  15  0  a  year  for  flowers  and  vegetables. 
If  such  a  form  of  closet  as  I  have  suggested  above  replaced  the  present 
.  “vault”  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  frequently  emptying  it  and  using  the 
manure  on  the  garden :  thus  a  profitable  result  would  take  the  place  of  a 
serious  recurring  nuisance. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of 
house  refuse  since  the  time  of  writing  my  last  Report :  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
Painswick,  Rodborough  and  Woodchester  will  soon  be  added  to  the  list  of 
those  parishes  which  are  properly  scavenged. 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  house  connections  with  the  public 
supply  (Stroud  Water  Company)  has  been  increased  from  1585  to  1640  out 
of  a  total  of  6635  houses  in  the  District. 

The  numbers  for  the  Parishes  are 


Parish 

Total 

houses 

No.  of  houses  supplied 
by  Water  Company 

New 

connections 

Bisley 

507 

1901 

1902 

1902 

Chalford 

740 

147 

150 

3 

Horsley 

254 

— 

— 

— 

Minchinhampton 

877 

322 

336 

14 

Painswick 

617 

— 

— 

— 

Cranham 

69 

— 

— 

— 

Pitchcombe 

55 

— 

— 

— 

Miserden 

85 

— 

— 

— 

Rodborough 
King’s  Stanley 

789 

2C8 

217 

9 

465 

105 

111 

6 

Woodchester 

183 

— 

— 

— 

Stonehouse 

465 

341 

355 

14 

Cainscross 

545 

328 

333 

5 

Leonard  Stanley 

174 

54 

58 

4 

Rand  wick 

165 

— 

— 

— 

Thrupp 

317 

80 

80 

0 

Whiteshill 

328 

— 

— 

— 

6635 

1585 

1640 

55 

For  these  figures  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  G.  Scriven,  Esq., 
Manager  and  Secretary  to  the  Water  Company, 

A  scheme  for  the  supply  of  Painswick  from  a  large  spring  in  the  Edge 
Valley  is  now  before  the  Council. 
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The  condition  of  the  Water  Supply  of  Woodchester  has  received  the 
special  consideration  of  the  Council  during  the  past  year,  and  I  was  instructed 
to  report  thereon.  I  examined  22  samples  of  water  taken  from  various 
sources  in  the  Parish  with  the  following  results : 

1.  Samples  taken  above  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  parish  are  very 

pure  and  not  unduly  hard. 

2.  The  waters  used  by  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  contaminat¬ 

ed:  9  out  of  the  22  samples  were  absolutely  unfit  to  be  used. 

The  Committee  reported  the  results  of  their  inspection  to  the  Council, 
and  the  Council  resolved  to  call  upon  the  Water  Company  to  exercise  their 
water  rights  and  supply  Woodchester  (At  the  same  time,  Horsley — to  which  I 
invited  your  special  attention  last  year — was  included  in  the  Resolution).  I 
understand  the  Water  Company  intend  extending  their  mains  to  Woodchester 
as  requested. 

Many  of  the  local  wells  and  springs  are  made  the  receptacles  for 
stones,  old  tins,  and  other  rubbish,  blocking  up  the  dipholes  and  fouling 
the  water:  if  the  attention  of  the  Parish  Councils  was  directed  to  this 
fact  by  this  Council,  probably  more  care  would  be  taken  of  these  local 
supplies. 


The  number  of  water  certificates  granted  for  new  houses  under 
Sect.  6  of  the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act  1878,  during  the  past  year  was 
28.  The  builder  of  two  cottages  who  allowed  one  of  them  to  be  occupied 
without  a  water  certificate,  was  prosecuted  and  fined  £1  :  but  the  cottage 
is  still  without  a  proper  water  supply  though  occupied.  Some  further 
power  is  urgently  needed  by  District  Councils  to  carry  out  the  intention  of 
the  Act  and  make  it  effective. 

Lissen  Drainage. 

In  my  last  report  I  gave  a  full  account  of  the  effect  of  the  disposal 
of  polluted  water  by  turning  it  into  “  fissures  ”  in  the  rocks,  and  also  a 
copy  of  the  Bye-Law  for  the  prevention  of  this  dangerous  custom.  This 
Bye-Law  was  modified  by  the  Local  Government  Board  and  passed  by  the 
Council  as  follows  : 

“  A  person  shall  not  place  or  cause  or  suffer  to  be  placed,  any  filth, 
‘‘  dust,  ashes,  or  rubbish  removed  from  any  drain,  earth  closet,  privy, 
“  ash-pit  or  other  receptable  in  any  lissen  cleft,  fissure  or  parting  in 
“  the  Great  Oolite  or  other  rocks.” 

Factories -and  Workshops. 

In  the  “Memorandum  as  to  Annual  Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  ”  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  last  month,  special 
attention  is  called  to  the  following  section  (132)  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act,  1901  : — 
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“  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  every  District  Council  shall,  in 
“  his  annual  report  to  them,  report  specifically  on  the  administration 
“of  this  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  he  shall  send  a  copy 
“  of  his  annual  report  or  so  much  as  deals  with  this  subject,  to  the 
“  Secretary  of  State.” 

In  February  last  I  made  a  report  to  the  Council  on  the  Act,  pointing 
out  the  chief  requirements  of  the  Act  in  detail. 


The  two  registers  (1)  of  workshops  (2)  of  outworkers  have  been 
obtained,  the  former  by  making  a  copy  of  the  Register  kept  by  the  Factory 
Inspector  and  the  latter  made  up  from  the  lists  of  outworkers  which  have 
to  be  sent  on  1st  February  and  the  1st  August  in  each  year  to  the  District 
Councils  by  the  occupiers  of  Factories. 

Workshops  and  places  in  which  “home  work”  is  done  are  being 
inspected,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  Inspector’s  reports.  All  notices  of  con¬ 
traventions  of  the  Act  received  from  the  Factory  Inspector  have  duly 
received  attention  and  the  results  sent  to  the  Inspector. 

Dairies,  Slaughter-houses,  Bakehouses,  &c. 

The  number  of  these  places  inspected  &c.,  will  be  found  in  the 
reports  of  the  Inspectors. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Two  cases  of  offal  boiling  have  been  dealt  with  during  the  year  :  the 
nuisance  arising  from  one  was  abated  on  the  notice  of  the  Inspector.  In 
the  second  case  proceedings  had  to  be  taken  before  the  Magistrates  and  an 
order  obtained  for  the  prevention  of  the  recurrence  of  the  nuisance. 

Bye  Laws. 

The  Bye-laws  with  regard  to  Dairies,  &c.,  Nuisances,  and  New 
Buildings  which  have  now  been  under  consideration  for  three  years  were 
returned  once  more  to  the  Local  Government  Board  in  December  last,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  they  will  be  allowed  by  the  Board  without  delay 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  total  number  of  Notifications  received  during  1902  was  81  ;  the 
years  in  which  the  greatest  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  disease  occurred 
were  1891  and  1900. 


The  total  number  each  year  was  :  — 


1891 

328 

1896 

82 

1892 

253 

1897 

82 

1893 

178 

1898 

93 

1894 

173 

1899 

171 

1895 

83 

1900 

326 

1901  183. 

1902  81 
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Schools  and  Infectious  Disease. 

Three  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  owing  to  the  prevalence 
of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  amongst  the  scholars. 

Cause  Period  of  Closure. 

1.  Measles  14  days  in  January 

2.  Measles  3  weeks  in  November 

3.  Whooping  Cough  3  weeks  in  March 

In  March  of  last  year  I  made  a  special  Report  to  the  Council  on  the 
the  influence  of  schools  in  the  spread  of  Infectious  Disease  and  the 
difficulties  in  dealing  with  schools  in  the  case  of  non-notifiable  diseases, 
and  also  pointing  out  that  it  is  not  only  constitutional  diseases  which  have 
to  be  considered  but  also  infectious  skin  conditions  which  are  so  degrading 
to  the  moral  condition  of  the  children  as  well  as  physically  so  mischievous. 
Of  the  latter  conditions,  the  following  example  came  under  my  notice  early 
in  the  year: — Owing  to  my  representations  to  the  Managers  of  a  school, 
they  bad  all  the  children  examined  by  a  medical  man  :  103  out  of  244 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  skin  diseases  caused  by  filth. 
With  this  result  before  them,  the  Managers  went  one  step  further  :  they 
excluded  the  worst  of  the  children  and  refused  them  admittance  to  the 
school  until  these  easily  preventible  diseases — due  almost  entirely  to  the 
neglect  of  those  responsible  for  the  children — had  been  cured.  At  first  the 
attendance  was  somewhat  reduced  but  this  was  gradually  improved,  and 
the  children  are  now  all  “clean.” 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  this  unfortunately  is  by  no  means 
an  isolated  case  :  in  another  group  of  children  I  have  had  occasion  to 
examine,  30%  had  “  dirty  ”  heads.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  point  out  how 
unfair  it  is»to  make  “  clean  ”  children  associate  with  “dirty.” 

It  is  probable  that  under  no  conditions  are  people  brought  so  closely 
in  contact  as  children  are  at  school,  and  it  is  consequently  little  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  introduction  of  one  case  of  infectious  disease  should 
be  followed  by  an  epidemic  at  the  school.  The  difficulties  in  combating 
this  influence  are  great :  the  Board  of  Education  in  their  Code  (Articles  88 
and  101*)  help  in  a  measure  by  giving  Sanitary  Authorities  power  to  (1) 
exclude  children  or  (2)  close  a  school.  In  this  way  it  is  easy  to  deal  with 
known  cases  :  but  what  about  the  unknown  cases  which  are  really 
the  dangerous  elements  P  I  have  attempted  to  meet  this  by  asking  the 
teachers  to'  at  once  exclude  any  children  whom  they  suspect  to  be  suffering 
from,  or  sickening  for.  an  infectious  disease  :  but  it  is  impossible  for  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a  large  or  populous  district  to  himself  see  all 
“  suspects,”  and  it  cannot  be  expected  that  the  average  teacher  has  sufficient 
medical  knowledge  to  do  more  than  I  have  suggested  above.  It  would 
appear  that  the  only  way  out  of  the  difficulty  is  to  have  a  Medical  Officer 
appointed  for  a  group  of  schools,  who  shall  examine  all  the  children  from 
time  to  time  and  particular  scholars  whom  the  teacher  suspects  and  has 
excluded,  especially  when  infectious  disease  is  prevalent. 

At  the  present  time  when  the  whole  subject  of  Education  has  to  be 
dealt  with  almost  ‘  de  novo’  by  the  County  Council,  a  good  opportunity  is 
given  for  starting  a  system  of  medica1  examination,  and  I  would  venture  to 
express  a  hope  that  they  will  give  consideration  to  this  question,  dealing 
with  parasitic,  as  well  as  what  are  generally  known  as  infectious,  diseases. 
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Small  Pox. 

For  the  first  time  for  five  years  a  case  of  Small-pox  was  introduced 
into  this  District  :  the  patient  was  a  young  man  who  had  contracted  the 
disease  in  London  and  developed  an  attack  of  discrete  Smallpox  at  King’s 
Stanley.  He  was  promptly  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Stancombe  ; 
the  house  was  thoroughly  disinfected — the  bedding  being  burnt — and  persons 
known  to  have  been  near  him  in  the  District  re-vaccinated  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  four  who  had  been  recently  vaccinated  and  four  who  either 
declined  or  postponed  it.  There  was  no  spread  of  the  disease  from  this 
case. 


I  stated  in  my  Report  last,  year  that  if  oar  previous  experience 
were  repeated  more  cases  would  occur  in  the  provinces  in  the  year  following 
the  outbreak  in  London  :  this  is  unfortunately  the  case,  and  the  disease  has 
been — and  is  now — spreading  more  especially  in  Leicester,  Derby,  Bradford 
and  the  Potteries  ;  and  during  the  past  few  weeks  eleven  cases  have  occured 
in  Birmingham. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

This  disease  was  much  less  prevalent  in  1902  than  in  the  previous 
few  years  :  its  incidence  during  the  12  years  that  it  has  been  a  notifiable 
disease  has  been  in  the  form  of  a  wave  with  one  summit  in  1891,  then 
gradually  falling  to  a  minimum  in  1898,  and  rising  to  its  summit  again  in 
1900 — a  period  of  ten  years  from  crest  to  crest. 

Since  my  appointment  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I  have  kept 
a  record  of  the  date  of  onset  of  each  case  of  notifiable  disease  and  1  have 
calculated  the  intervals  between  the  dates  of  onset  where  there  has  been 
more  than  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  a  house.  In  71  instances  there  was 
a  second  case  in  the  house ;  in  31,3  cases  ;  and  in  7,  4  cases.  I  think  it  is 
safe  to  assume  that  generally  each  case  is  notified  at  least  before  the  end  of 
the  first  week  of  the  disease.  The  total  number  of  cases  investigated 
in  this  group  was  180 — 71  primary  and  109  secondary  cases  :  in  45%  of 
houses  the  first  secondary  case  sickened  within  the  week,  viz.  32.  Hence, 
if  the  primary  case  had  been  isolated  in  Hospital  we  should — besides 
removing  the  focus  of  infection  for  other  houses — have  probably  prevented 
40‘6%  of  the  secondary  cases  occuring.  I  have  assumed  that  the  primary 
case  would  not  have  been  notified  until  a  week  after  the  onset  but  generally 
it  is  much  earlier  than  this  and  there  would  consequently  have  probably 
been  a  much  greater  saving  than  the  above. 


The  remaining  notifiable  diseases  require  no  special  comment  on  this 
occasion  :  the  District  has  been  comparatively  free  from  Typhoid  Fever  and 
Diphtheria,  though  at  the  very  end  of  the  year  an  epidemic  of  the  latter 
disease  now  prevailing  in  Horsley  began  with  the  notification  of  4  cases  in 
December. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  of  the  notifiable  diseases  in  the 
parishes  and  according  to  age  and  sex  will  be  found  in  Table  III.  There 
was  no  death  from  any  of  these  diseases  during  1902. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  population  of  the  District  and  of  the  constituent  Civil  Parishes 
estimated  to  the  middle  of  1902  is  given  in  the  accompanying  table,  and  it 
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Birth  Rate,  Death  Rate,  and  Infantile  Mortality. 

Average  1895 — 1901,  and  for  1902. 

In  the  various  Parishes  of  the  Rural  District. 


Civil  Parish 

Es’t’d 

Pop. 

1902 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Inf’tile  Mort’l’y 

1902 

J 

Kate 

1902 

Rate 

1902 

Rate 

B’hs 

1902 

Av’ge 

Deaths 

1902 

Av’ge 

D’hs 

1902 

Av’e 

Bisley  ... 

2043 

39 

19.1 

20.6 

29 

14.2 

12.7 

3 

77 

114 

Chalford 

2962 

75 

25.3 

18.2 

34 

11.5 

13.6 

6 

80 

127 

Horsley 

1032 

31 

30.1 

27.1 

21 

20.4 

13.1 

1 

32 

103 

Minchinh’mpton 

3713 

56 

15.1 

20.8 

44 

11.9 

13.5 

5 

89 

101 

Painswick 

2566 

52 

20.3 

16.0 

38 

14.8 

16.0 

3 

58 

119 

Cranham 

325 

6 

18.5 

18.5 

3 

9.2 

15.4 

1 

167 

•  •  • 

Pitchcombe 

223 

3 

13.5 

12.9 

2 

9.0 

17.2 

0 

. . . 

Miserden 

368 

9 

24.5 

21.2 

5 

13.6 

10.6 

0 

... 

. . . 

Rodborough  . . . 

3431 

86 

25.1 

22.1 

40 

11.7 

12.3 

8 

93 

Ill 

King’s  Stanley 

1828 

37 

20.2 

15.9 

22 

12.0 

14.3 

1 

27 

167 

Woodchester  ... 

814 

16 

19.7 

21.6 

14 

17.2 

13.2 

3 

187 

56 

Stonehouse 

2208 

33 

14.4 

19.7 

35 

15.9 

13.6 

6 

182 

95 

Cainscross 

2166 

39 

18.0 

25.0 

28 

12.9 

14.4 

2 

51 

93 

Leonard  Stanley 

666 

14 

21.0 

25.7 

9 

13.5 

14.3 

3 

214 

111 

Rand  wick 

761 

8 

10.3 

19.5 

11 

14.5 

13.0 

2 

250 

67 

Thrupp 

1281 

20 

15.6 

13.6* 

ui 

10.9 

10.6** 

0 

... 

+56* 

Whiteshill 

1315 

29 

22.1 

25.9t 

20} 

15.2 

in* 

6 

207 

457* 

S.R.D. 

27702 

553 

1 

20.0 

22.5 

369 

13.3 

14.5 

50 

90 

95 

+  1901  only.  *  1898  — 1901  only. 
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is  on  these  figures  that  the  rates  for  the  year  are  calculated:  in  some  of 
the  parishes  the  figures  for  one  year  are  small  but  i  give  them  (and  also 
the  averages  of  all  the  years  available)  as  in  time  the  numbers  will  be 
sufficiently  large  for  conclusions  to  be  fairly  drawn  from  them. 

In  the  accompanying  chart  I  give  the  curves  of  the  birth  and  death 
rates  and  of  infantile  mortality  from  1875  to  the  present  year  compared, 
(l)  with  those  for  England  and  Wales,  and  (2)  with  those  for  the  Stroud 
Urban  District. 


Births. 

The  total  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  553 — 279  males  and 
274  females,  a  rate  per  1000  of  the  population  of  20‘0.  The  number  of 
illegitimate  births  was  12,  or  2‘2%  of  total  births. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  the  curves  given  on  the  accompanying  chart 
that  (1)  the  birthrate  has  been  falling  slightly  more  rapidly  than  in  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales,  and  (2)  the  birth  rate  in  the  Rural  up  to 
1888  was  slightly  below  that  in  the  Urban  District,  but  since  that  time  has 
been  slightly  higher  than  the  Urban  Rate.  The  latter  point  is  I  think, 
partly  if  not  wholly  explained  by  the  developement  of  residential  property 
in  the  part  of  the  Rural  District  bordering  on  the  Urban. 

Deaths. 

During  1902  the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural  District 
was  330  :  of  these  six  were  of  persons  not  belonging  to  the  District  while 
45  residents  from  the  District  died  in  Public  Institutions  outside  the 
District,  viz. — the  Stroud  Union  Workhouse,  Stroud  General  Hospital  and 
the  County  Asylum.  The  nett  number  ol  deaths  for  the  Rural  District 
thus  becomes  369 — 181  males  and  188  females,  and  the  rate  per  1000  133, 
the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years  being  149.  These  rates  when 
corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution — as  explained  in  my  Report  on  the 
Census — becomes  12  4  and  13  7  respectively. 

The  annual  death  rate  for  the  District  is  compared  with  those  for 
England  and  Wales  and  the  Urban  District  as  curves  on  the  accompanying 
chart.  On  the  whole  the  death  rate  in  the  Rural  District  has  fallen  rather 
more  rapidly  than  in  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  but  this  improve¬ 
ment  hat'  not  been  so  marked  as  in  the  Urban  District. 


Deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 

Eiftv  children — 29  males  and  21  females — died  under  the  age  of  one 
year,  an  infantile  mortality  (deaths  per  1000  births)  of  90*4.  Of  these  50 
cliidren  3  were  illegitimate  :  the  infantile  mortality  of  the  latter  is  250, 
but  the  figures  on  which  this  rate  is  based  are  too  small  for  drawing  any 
accurate  conclusion. 


The  curves  of  infantile  mortality  in  the  chart  shew  that  there  has 
been  slow  but  steady  improvement  in  the  Rural  District  as  compared  with 
England  and  Wales. 
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Special  Diseases. 

The  following  number  of  deaths  has  been  caused  by  the  special 
diseases  named,  but  I  do  not  propose  dicussing  them  in  this  Report  as  I  am 
at  present  engaged  in  investigating  some  of  them  more  fnlly,  and  shall 
later  on  be  in  a  position  to  speak  much  more  accurately  about  them  than  I 
can  at  the  present  time. 


Disease  No. 

of  deaths 

Rate  per 

Measles 

1 

•04 

Influenza 

13 

•47 

Whooping  Cough 
Tubercular  Diseases 

3 

•11 

40 

1-44 

(including  Phthisis) 

Bronchitis 

27 

•98 

(acute  and  chronic) 

Pneumonia 

22 

•79 

Cancer 

26 

•94 

Deaths  not  Certified  by  Medical 

Certificate. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  this  group  is  46,  or  12'5%  of  total 

deaths. 


Inquests  were  held  in  35  cases — 9‘5%  of  deaths — 22  males  and  13 
females,  with  the  following  verdicts  : — 


Natural  Causes  — 

Unstated  ...  ...  3 

Probably  apoplexy  ...  2 

Bursting  of  blood  vessel  ...  2 

Probably  heart  failure  ...  2 

Found  dead  in  bed  ...  2 

Suddenly  from  heart  disease  1 
Probaby  heart  diesase  of 
long  standing  ..  ...  L 

Valvular  heart  disease  ...  1 

Consumption  ...  ...  1 

Convulsions  from  teething  1 
Inflamation  of  Intestines,  (  1 

(gastric  ulcer)  i 
Epileptic  fit  ...  ...  1 

Probablv  convulsions  ...  1 

Sudden  failur  e  of  heart’s 

action  during  influenza  1 
Tubercular  meningitis  ...  1 

21 


Accidents — 

Fell  into  iron  pot, 

suffocation  ...  ...  1 

Accidental  injury  ...  1 

D  rowned  crossing  by  open 
swing  bridge  ...  1 

Accidentally  killed  by 
over-turning  of  carriage  1 
Accidentally  run  over  by 
timber  waggon  ...  1 

Found  drowned  ...  3 


8 

Suicides-  - 

Drowning  ...  ...  5 

Under  coal  train  ...  1 


Total 
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On  the  remaining  11 — 6  males  and  5  females- -3%  of  total  deaths 
no  inquests  were  held.  The  ascribed  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Bronchitis  and  cardiac  dilatation. 

Influenza  and  bronchitis. 

Probably  apoplexy 
Convulsions,  (2) 

Found  dead  in  bed  :  probably  heart  disease  of  long  standing. 
Probably  heart  failure  :  heart  disease  of  14  years  standing. 

Premature  birth. 

Heart  disease. 

Pneumonia. 

Apoplexy. 


In  each  of  my  former  Reports  T  have  been  able  to  give  the  rainfall 
for  the  year  at  various  points  of  your  District  owing  to  the  kindness  of  the 
gentlemen  who  have  taken  observations  : — viz.  G.  W.  Sibly,  Esq., 
Sir  William  Marling,  Bart.,  Dr.  C.  Braine-Hartnell,  and  Rev.  C.  Marriott. 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  for  supplying  me  with  the 
figures  for  1902  also.  (See  table  on  next  page.) 


In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  you  for  the  support  you  have  given  me 
during  the  year  in  carrying  out  the  work  in  my  department. 


I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MIDDLETON  MARTIN. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the 

Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Stroud  Rural  District  Council. 
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Rainfall  during  1902,  in  the  Stroud  Rural  District. 


Wycliffe 

College, 

Stonehouse. 

Stanley 

Park. 

Stroud 

Cotswold 

Sanatorium 

Cranham. 

Rectory 

Clierington. 

Elevation 

124  ft. 

365  ft. 

320  ft. 

820  ft. 

520  ft. 

January 

1.25 

1.32 

.84 

1.41 

February  ... 

.97 

1.15 

1.27 

1.02 

March 

1.50 

1.55 

1.69 

1.62 

April 

1.80 

1.93 

2.08 

1.90 

May 

2.10 

2.26 

1.39 

2.17 

June 

3.13 

3.96 

3.05 

3.24 

July 

1.38 

1.39 

1  25 

1.01 

August 

2.71 

2.71 

2.37 

2.98 

September  ... 

2.07 

2.65 

1.22 

1.63 

October 

2.15 

2.24 

2  95 

1.94 

November  ... 

2.25 

2.62 

2.59 

2.47 

December  ... 

2.09 

2.46 

> 

2.32 

2.63 

Total  1902... 

23.40 

26  24 

23.02 

24.02 

„  1901... 

24.67 

26.27 

25.83 

26.91 

25.15 

1900... 

33.82 

36.30 

36.47 

39.30 

32.51 

No.  of  wet 
days,  1902... 

156 

157 

139 

184 

STROUD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

DISTRICT  No.  1. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year  ending 

December  31st,  1902. 


Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease  under  direction  of  Medical 

Officer  of  Health. 

No.  of  cases  enquired  into  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

,,  visits  and  re-visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

,,  houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  22 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported  ...  ...  ...  1 

Houses. 

No.  erected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  made  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  cleansed  and  lime-washed  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

House  Drains. 

No.  laid  or  re-laid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  cleansed,  trapped  or  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  22 

,,  of  defective  waste  pipes  rectified  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  of  insanitary  lavatories,  sinks,  and  urinals  rectified  ...  4 

,,  of  dumb  wells  rectified  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Privies  and  Ash-pits. 

No.  of  privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  30 

,,  of  additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided  ...  ...  2 

,,  converted  to  W.C.’s  or  slop-closets  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  converted  to  pail-closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Water-Closets. 

No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  ...  ...  ...  5 

„  repaired,  ventilated,  and  supplied  with  flush-cisterns  ...  3 

Offensive  Trades. 

Offal  boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  gas  mains  rectified  ..  ...  ...  ...  2 


Water  Supply. 

i 

No.  of  wells  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  4 

,,  certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  samples  of  water  taken  to  Medical  Officer  of  Hoalth 

for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  regularly  inspected  ...-  ...  ...  ...  8 

„  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bakehouses. 

No.  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

„  cleansed  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Dairies,  Cow  Sheds,  and  Milk  Shops. 

No.  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

„  of  contraventions  of  Acts  or  Orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accumulation  of  Offensive  Refuse. 

No.  of  removals  ...  .  ..  ...  ...  57 

Animals  Kept  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance. 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  of  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  8 

License  to  keep  Petroleum. 

No.  granted...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

,,  of  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

No.  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances  ...  5 

Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  visits  to  Canal  ...  ..  ...  ,  ...  54 

,,  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  Contraventions  of  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  ...  0 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  official  letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  134 

,,  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

,,  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  168 

,,  number  of  notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  2 

(Signed)  ALBERT  BAILEY, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


January,  1903. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  STROUD 

DISTRICT  No.  2. 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

of  the  Sanitary  Work  completed  in  the  year  ending 

December  31st,  1902. 


Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease,  Directions  given  by  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


No.  of  cases  enquired  into 
,,  houses  disinfected 

,,  lots  of  bedding  destroyed  (S.P.)  ... 

,,  patients  removed  to  Hospital  (S  P.) 

,,  cases  of  Anthrax,  investigations  ... 

Houses. 

No.  of  houses  erected 

,,  ,,  made  fit  for  habitation 

„  ,,  closed  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

,,  ,,  cleansed  and  white  washed 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  cases  abated 

,,  in  hand  ... 


House  Drains. 

No.  of  drains  tested,  cleansed,  and  rectified 
,,  new  drains  laid 


Water  Closets. 


50 

40 

1 

1 

2 


39 

3 

3 

14 


8 

1 


39 

17 


No.  of  additional  W.C.’s  to  the  new  houses  and  by 


improvement  arrangements  ...  ...  ...  63 

Privies  and  Ashpits. 

No.  improved  upon  notice  being  served  ...  ...  39 

,,  cleansed  upon  suggestions  made  ...  ...  ...  71 

Offensive  Trades. 

No.  cases  of  offal  boiling  abated  ...  ...  ...  1 

carcase  exposed  in  offensive  state  ...  ...  1 
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Water  Supply. 

No.  of  wells  sunk  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  3 

„  „  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  ,,  closed  as  polluted  ...  ...  ...  1 

„  Houses  supplied  from  Waterworks 

„  Samples  submitted  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  8 


Slaughter  Houses. 

No.  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

No.  under  inspection 

„  notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  insanitary  conditions  5 

Dairies  and  Cow  Sheds. 

No  of  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  and  under  supervision...  22 


Canal  Boats. 

No.  of  Canal  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

„  certificate  of  compliance  to  regulations  ...  ..  1 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  Nuisance. 

No.  of  cases  of  removal  upon  notice  ...  ...  ...  13 

Offensive  Defuse. 

No.  of  accumulations  removed  upon  notice  ...  ...  28 

Legal  Proceedings. 

No.  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  4 

„  of  convictions  obtained  ...  ..  ...  ...  2 


,,  of  magistrates’  orders  made  ...  ..  ...  2 

Clerical  Work. 

No.  of  official  letters  written  ...  ..  ...  ...  156 

„  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

,,  „  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

,,  ,,  in  hand  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Remarks. 

During  the  progress  of  the  Main  Drainage  Works  within  the 
Cainscross  and  Rodborough  Districts  special  attention  has  been  given  to  the 
provision  and  arrangements  to  enable  the  owners  of  premises  to  carry  out 
and  complete  the  means  of  house  drainage  disposal  in  future. 

I  beg  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  HALL, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1902  and  Previous  Years. 
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Deaths  Registered 
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Rate  * 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1892 

27,105 

683 

25-2 

78 

U4 

417 

15-4 

32 

449 

16-6 

I893f 

26,175f 

724 

27*7 

78 

108 

382 

11-6 

38 

420 

161 

1894 

26,105 

638 

24-4 

58 

91 

326 

12‘5 

42 

368 

14-1 

1895  + 

28,204+ 

673 

23-9 

75 

111 

394 

140 

53 

447 

15-9 

1896 

28,133 

683 

24-3 

73 

107 

353 

12-6 

35 

388 

13-8 

1897 

28,055 

661 

23-6 

74 

112 

408 

14-5 

36 

444 

15-8 

1898 

27,979 

642 

22-9 

47 

73 

325 

11-6 

27 

352 

12-6 

1899 

27,910 

631 

22-6 

63 

100 

407 

14-6 

43 

450 

16-1 

1900 

27,840 

556 

200 

46 

83 

356 

12-8 

4 

4 

42 

394 

14-2 

1901 

27,769 

572 

20*6 

41 

72 

315 

11-3 

3 

3 

50 

362 

13*0 

Averages 
for  years 
1892-1901 

27,527 

646 

23-5 

63 

97.5 

368 

13-4 

3*5 

3-5 

40 

407 

14-8 

1902 

27,702 

553 

20-0 

50 

90.4 

330 

11-9 

6 

6 

45 

369 

13-3 

*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population, 
f  Avening  separated  from  R.D. 

J  Nailsworth  separated  from  R.D.  and  Bisley  added  to  R.D. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 
(exclusive  of  area  - 
covered  by  water  . . 


37,047 


Total  Population  at  all  ages  . .  27,793 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ..  6,635 

Average  number  of  Persons  per  House  4-19 


CO 

SrH 

G  O 
0)  03 


<1 


O 


Institutions  within  the 
District  receiving  sick 
and  infirm  persons 
from  outside  the 
District 


Cotswold  Sanatorium 
Convalescent  Home 
(Alexandra  Hospital 
for  Hip  Disease.) 


Is  the  Union  Workhouse  / 
within  the  District?  ..  f  JN0 


Institutions  outside  the 
District  receiving  sick 
and  infirm  persons 
from  the  District 


Stroud  Union  Workhouse. 
Stroud  General  Hospital. 
County  Asylum. 


* 


■> 


. 
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Table  II. 

VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  SEPARATE  LOCALITIES  IN  1902  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


See  corresponding  reference  on  Table  I. 


T 

Cases  op  Infectious  Dise. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years 

1 

CD 

t  ■  ■< 

m 

•  rH 

w 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

5 

5  15 

to  to 

15  25 

25 

to 

65 
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II. 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1902. 


Schedule  B 


Stroud 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  . .  . . 

Typhus  Fever 
Epidemic  Influenza 

Whooping-cough  . .  . .  .... 

Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup 

Croup 

Enteric  Fever 
Asiatic  Cholera 

Diarrhoea,  Dysentery . 

Epidemic  or  Zymotic  Enteritis 

Enteritis 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

Septic  Pneumonia 

Intermittent  Fever  and  Malarial  Cachexia 
Tuberculosis  of  Meninges  . . 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs 
Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
Alcoholism 
Cancer 

Premature  Birth 
Developmental  Diseases 
Old  Age 
Meningitis 

Inflammation  and  Softening  of  Brain 
Organic  Diseases  of  Heart 
Acute  Bronchitis 
Chronic  Bronchitis  . . 

Lobar  (Croupous)  Pneumonia 
Lobular  (Broncho-)  Pneumonia 

Diseases  of  Stomach . 

Obstruction  of  Intestines 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

Tumours  &  Other  Affections  of  Female  Gen 

Accidents  and  Diseases  of  Parturition 

Deaths  by  accident  or  Negligence 

Deaths  by  Suicide . 

Deaths  from  Ill-defined  Causes 
Apoplexy 

All  other  Causes . 
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Year  -  1902. 
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